
Bishop Sutton Community Church Letter: Time for pruning 

If you haven’t got your fruit trees and plants pruned as yet, stop reading this 

and get on with the job before spring arrives! We prune to remove any 

disease and to encourage fruiting on branches that can support the fruit. I’m 

not looking for big fruit trees but for fruitful trees with fruit that is easy to 

pick. But how to prune the plant needs both experience of pruning and 

knowledge of the tree you are going to prune… too short and a load more 

branches are produced, too long and the branch can’t support the weight of 

the fruit. 

Jesus gives us some practical advice on pruning in John Chapter 15: 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 

fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already 

clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also 

remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; 

you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  

We may have a lot of growth in our careers, families, interests and activities, 

but are we bearing much spiritual fruit that will last? … love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Is it 

time to invite God to come and do some pruning in our lives?... or to start 

abiding in Jesus, the true vine to produce His good spiritual fruit?     
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Bishop Sutton Community Church Activities: 

Sunday Services: at the Village Hall 10 am every week in the Taylor Room 
upstairs (Chair lift available) with children’s Junior church for primary age. 
All welcome. 

Weekly prayer meeting: Monday 9:30am-10:30am at 24 Highmead Gardens. 

Connection:  “Going deeper with God” … 1st Thursday in the month. Next is 1st 
February 7pm, for prayer, praise, worship and waiting on God at 24 Highmead 
Gardens. 

Youth Group: Monday 5:00pm – 6:30m for Yr 5 (9/10 year olds) to Yr 9 (13/14 
year olds) children for table tennis, pool, craft, jigsaws, etc. at the Village Hall 
Taylor Room during term time. 

Coffee Club: Tuesday 10:30am – 12noon in the Village Hall Lounge for hot 
drinks, chatter, scrabble, jigsaws, and other board games, or bring your 
newspapers or art and craft, and just enjoy friendship time together.  

Food Bank: We hold emergency food supplies, if you hear of people in 
difficulty, contact Dave/Jenny to help these needy people. We collect food at 
the times we are open at the Village Hall.  Most needed items:  Jars of 
bolognaise sauce or other pasta sauce, Coffee (small jars), Instant mashed 
potato, Jam, Peanut butter, Honey. Other items needed: Packets of custard, 
Rice pudding, 500g Pasta, Meat (tinned hot dogs, Fray Bentos tins, ravioli, 
meatballs), Long life fruit juice, Tinned tuna, Sweets, chocs and cereal bars, 
Cereal packs 500g, Cup a soup packets. A BIG THANKYOU to all who give to 
this worthy cause.  

Messy Church: Thursday 15th February 10:00am-12:00am at the Village Hall. 
Mainly aimed at preschool and younger primary age with activities, games 
and refreshments. Mums, Dads, grandparents, and all the family welcome. 

Men’s Breakfast:  Saturday 17th March 8:30am-10am in the Red Lion with a St 
Partick’s Day guest speaker from Ireland. He has acted as an expert witness in 
many environmental pollution cases and will be speaking about a number of 
these including an update on our local Stowey Quarry. Tickets £7 from Dave: 
01275 332746. 
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